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Finding an original Portugieser: 
A true Christmas story 

by Hans Goerter   

It s the year 2001 since 1998  I had been working for a major power supplying company in 
lower Saxony. As a software trainer and Windows 
NT administrator Hannover has become my second 
home 

 

twice a week, I shuttle between Düsseldorf 
and the town on the river Leine. Due to good 
earnings, I have been able to increase my little IWC 
collection. 
During my Hannover-time I could add some 
beautiful pieces, like    

 

Ref.5250 TU 

 

Ref.5251  Portofino pocket wristwatch (based upon the 5250 

 

Mark X, XI, XII und XV 

 

TU Kriegsmarine (KM) 

 

Ref.5503 TU  (first calendar-complication Kurt Klaus designed for IWC) 

 

IWC Pallweber 

 

TU Scarabaeus Fuchs 

 

Portugieser 2000 

 

Aquatimer 1916 und Aquatimer GST 

 

Ocean 2000  

Not to mention the most important timepieces.  

Thank Heaven  there is a  interesting watch shop in Hannover 
which offers many vintage watches along with new ones 

 

and they have IWC watches too. At the shop, I spend a lot of 
my spare time drinking coffee with the owner, and talking 
shop with him or the visitors. I learn a lot about watches 
during this time, although I am sure that we will not overcome 
the stage of smattering in the wide field of watches. 
The owner, born and raised in North Rhine-Westphalia, 
sometimes overrated his knowledge about watches in general 
and IWC specifically was a enjoyable, but sometimes a strain 
to a dialog partner. Especially funny was his price-feeling , about some watches ( what the heck 
is so especial with that Mark XII? Look at our new collection: it s only 1200 Deutschmarks! ). 
He would allude to his own collection, watches with the shop s logo in made-to-order-production 
and which couldn t deny their  affinity and similarity to IWC Portugiesers. Due to a fusion with 
E.ON my client was forced to cancel nearly all contracts with the freelancers. Now, it s 
December 2001, and this is my last month at Hannover. Together with other freelancers we 
arranged a farewell party at the Ernst-August-Halls for December 19th. 
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I was in my Hotel room and about to change clothes for the party. Outside, it s a typical north 
German December s day: temperatures around zero degrees Celsius, and freezing rain.Since, I 
had not been in the shop for about a week, and should have said good bye , but due to the nasty 
weather had not  been to keen to the idea. So I kept asking myself, should I, should I not?

  
At 

last courtesy prevailed! 
The conversation proceeded like this: 
Today is my last day and I just want to say good 

bye something new?

 

Yes, a new IWC came in . 
Where is it? 
Outside, in the shop window . 
I went outside and look at the window. I looked and looked but 
under all the many watches it didn t catch my eye. 
Where exactly??

 

Upper level, right side . 
I went outside again 

 

and now I saw her and she looked like an 
Original Portugieser!  

It simply isn t true , I gasped half-loudly; good that I closed the 
door 
Cool down, boy, don t get nervous , I told myself and went into the shop again. 
Beautiful watch , I said casually, but simmering with excitement! And rather big too. Must be 

kind of a Portugieser.

 

But I still have one as you know alluding to my Ref.3712 which the owner knew. 
Another Portugieser? Hum, I don t know. What s the price?

 

Well, make an estimate , said the owner.( Don t you dare ) and loudly: What do you want for 
it

 

5,900 Deutschmarks with papers, even with Blümlein s signature.

 

(I hedged a little bit just to hide my greed). 
Why isn t she sold by now ? 
I don t know?...It is in the windows for 6 days.

 

UNBELIEVABLE!!! A genuine Portugieser  lying one week in a shop window notelessly? To 
make a long story short, naturally, I bought the watch for 5,900 DM but I wasn t sure what it 
really was? 
The watch came from an old pensioner in Hannover, who need money urgently. The watch was 
in as-new condition, and even had the nearly unused original strap. 
Who expects an original Portugieser simply lying in a window?  In addition, I must admit, I never 
saw one (only photographs). The papers said, she was a Ref.0325 

 

never heard of one these. 
Who cares about watches you can never get!!! 
In my Hotel room, I logged on to the Internet, and wrote an E-mail to Michael Friedberg (forum 
moderator of the English IWC-forum). I didn t want to disgrace myself, so I alleged that I had 
only seen this watch (and not bought) 

 

I was so insecure! Michael, wrote back very quickly and 
the mail ended with: whatever they want you to pay: pay it! It s a catch!

 

Everybody can feel my relief I suppose. What did I get!!! And how lucky!!! I even thought of not 
going to the shop. Imagine that! 
Back home in Düsseldorf, I set work on knowing more about this watch and detected the 
following. 
The watch simply is a treasure.  
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The story behind the Portugieser 

 
also known as missing link

  
All are acquainted with the story of the two brothers in Lisbon, 
Portugal (could well be, there were many Portugiesers with 
Cal.74 sold to eastern European countries before that) Wanting 
an extremely exact watch, they therefore used an IWC pocket 
watch movement (first the cal. 74, then 98, resp.982). The watch 
wasn t a hit 

 

so to say. In total, 669 were sold and the majority 
(80%) before 1946. Then the demand stopped, and the rest of the 
cases,  movements and dials were stored in a place known as the 
magazine (also known as pharmacy ), totally app. 140 pieces. 

At the end of the seventies there came in another order for 83 Portugiesers. A few of them were 
sold in Germany. 
IWC helped itself to the remaining pieces and as there were not enough dials some were made 
ex- post (they have minimal differences to the dials of the Ports from the 40s). 
At a later date in the 80 s, there was yet another order. They checked the the pharmacy, there had 
to be nearly 50 pieces left. However, the cases had disappeared and remained lost until today. 
The Portugiesers from the 70s are also called the missing link . Link, because they can be seen 
as a link between the genuine Ports from the 40s, missing, because they are all but findable. 
I know of only two others, in the whole world.               

        

Some details of my missing link  

 

Portugieser 325 Missing Link 

 

Movement  missing link 

 

Portugieser Jubilee 1993
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